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GMP Equalisation Working Group launches Data Guidance 

The cross industry GMP Equalisation Working Group (GMPEWG) today publishes Guidance on the 

data required for GMP Equalisation (GMPE).  The GMPEWG is chaired by the Pensions 

Administration Standards Association (PASA) 

The Guidance looks at all the data aspects of a GMPE project and aims to help trustees understand 

the steps they can take now to get their scheme data ready for equalisation.  

Akash Rooprai, Chair of the GMPEWG Data sub-group commented: “This Guidance follows previous 

GMPEWG publications on Methodology and Rectification and covers a further aspect of the planning 

for GMPE projects. It contains guidance on the data required to carry out these exercises and also 

helps schemes consider appropriate solutions to any issues encountered in relation to their data. 

Like previous Guidance it aims to support and empower trustees in their discussions with advisors 

and suppliers”.  

“Understanding the availability and quality of the required data is key and the Guidance sets out the 

range of data trustees should consider obtaining. The GMP equalisation calculation approach also 

influences the data requirements, but conversely the data that is practicably available may influence 

the calculation approach.    In practice obtaining all the data needed may not be possible and 

therefore the Guidance includes some practical help for Trustees who find themselves in this 

situation. Other key areas covered by the guidance include planning and specifically scheduling the 

data work into a plan for the whole project which will help with assessing costs and setting realistic 

timeframes.” 

Rooprai added: “There is plenty for trustees to consider so the Guidance is separated into clear 

sections allowing trustees to dip in and out of the issues they are most focussed on at a particular 

time, making it manageable and useful for practical implementation.  The crux of the message is 

clear, data planning and gathering needs to commence now, for everyone. Schemes shouldn’t 



believe difficulties in obtaining all the data are a barrier – there are options to work around some 

challenges.  This Guidance gives schemes the tools they need to confidently start the process of 

gathering data and moving to the next stage of their GMPE projects.” 

The Guidance can be found on the PASA website. 

- ENDS- 

Notes To Editors 

The Pensions Administration Standards Association (PASA) has been created to provide an 
independent infrastructure which will set, develop, guide and assess administration standards. 

PASA will act as a focal point and engage with industry and government to create protocols for 
understanding good administration - but also appreciates there is no one size that fits all.  PASA will 
develop evidential accreditation practices which will allow benchmarking across and between the 
industry regardless of how the administration is being delivered.  

As well as raising the profile of pension administration generally, PASA will focus on three core 

activities. 

1. Defining good standards of pensions administration relevant to all providers, whether in-

house, third party or insurers 

2. Publishing guidance to support those standards 

3. Being an independent accreditation body, assessing the achievement of good standards by 

schemes (regardless of provider) 

There is no organisation providing such services across schemes, yet there is a demand for evidence 

of service quality from scheme trustees, sponsors, administrators, insurers, scheme members and 

regulators. 

About PASA Accreditation 

PASA Accreditation is open to all corporate members of PASA (DB, DC, trust-based and contract-

based schemes).  PASA Accreditation is granted following an independent evaluation and 

assessment process, which includes on-site visits and the review of documentation to evidence 

controls, procedures, process, staff development and contractual positions with clients. 

Full details on PASA can be found by visiting www.pasa-uk.com. 

Full details on PASA Accreditation can be found by visiting http://www.pasa-uk.com/pasa-

accreditation 
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